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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-148 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
WOMEN'S STUDIES MINOR APPROVED 
March 22, 1989 
CHARLESTON, IL.--A newly approved minor in Women's Studies at 
Eastern Illinois University and the addition of a feminist theory 
course have given Eastern's Women's Studies Council and its programs a 
new identity and perspective. 
"The Women's Studies minor will give Eastern's programs recognition 
and coherence. Our new identity will also be a stimulus to faculty and 
students alike," said Ruth Hoberman, Associate Professor of English and 
Chairperson of the WSC. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 WOM.b... S STUDIES MINOR 
"The new minor provides official recognition that a student has 
acquired credentials in a field which is becoming increasingly 
important in the job market as women enter the professional world in 
greater numbers. 
"Before the minor was approved, EIU students who had taken Women's 
Studies courses were denied the opportunity to demonstrate their energy 
and commitment in this way," said Linda Coleman, Assistant Professor of 
English and Chairperson of the WSC academic subcommittee. 
The 18-hour minor interdisciplinary program is designed to offer 
students a fuller understanding of human behavior, culture and society 
through the investigation of women's experiences, Coleman said. 
"The new minor provides new ways of approaching conventional 
disciplines and opens up previously unexamined questions," she said. 
"Administrative and faculty support for the minor has been 
encouraging. Department chairs have written letters supporting the 
minor and academic departments have regularly sponsored Women's Studies 
core courses, the majority of which have been offered successfully for 
between five and 10 years by faculty who not only teach in this area, 
but have done graduate course work and research in the field as well," 
Coleman said. 
"The success of the Women's Studies program has been the result of 
consistent commitment by a small number of people who have worked very 
hard and accomplished a lot with minimal financial resources," said 
Hoberman. 
All students seeking a minor in Women's Studies will be required to 
take a new course, "Introduction to Feminist Theory," which will be 
offered in Fall 1989. "The new course will provide a theoretical 
framework through which to draw the various aspects of Feminist Theory 
and Women's Studies," said Hoberman. 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 WOMEN'S STUDIES 
The remaining credits may be filled by any of the nine three-credit 
hour courses, as well as special topics courses that may be taken for 
credit toward the minor with the permission of the WSC Chair. 
Hoberman said if students have already completed Women's Studies 
courses, they may be counted toward the minor. 
"While we are enthusiastic about students enrolling in the minor, 
we also encourage people to take these courses as electives," Coleman 
said. 
-30-
